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LAPORT 5 considerable effort to ensure sustained lumber harvests (Matoon 1909 , Buttrick 1913 , Smith 1 2000 . The decimation of C. dentata significantly altered eastern forest ecosystems, but the post-2 blight ecological significance of C. dentata remains relatively unclear. However, significant 3 effort toward understanding the history (Russell 1987) and genetics (Stillwell et al. 2003; 4 Kubisiack and Roberds 2006; Shaw et al. 2003) of C. dentata are informing current efforts to 5 breed blight resistant stock (Jacobs et al. 2013; Bauman 2012) and reintroduce the species to its 6 former range (Paillet 2002) . 7
In total, 61 individuals of C. dentata were identified in this study, ranging from 1-32 8 individuals per site (Table 1) . About a third of the identified individuals (34.4%) had a single live 9 stem with a DBH ≤ 5.0 cm and could not clearly be classified as root-crown re-sprouts. 10
However, several individuals (11.5%) were characterized by large (DBH ≥ 10 cm) live or dead 11 trunks surrounded at the base by re-sprouting growth. Many of these re-sprouts were appreciable 12 in size (DBH ca. 1-3 cm). Only 8.3% of identified individuals were large (DBH ≥ 20cm) and 13 apparently unaffected by blight at the time of discovery. Most (60%) of these individuals are 14 reproductive having visible catkins at the time of discovery (Table 1) , or are potentially 15 reproductive with indications of old fruit husks on the forest floor, and should be re-evaluated in 16 the future. 17
There was not a clear association of woodland type or area with C. dentata growth habit, 18 or the frequency of chestnut blight. All of the surveyed woodlands in the current study tended to 19 be dominated by American Beech (Fagus grandifolia), Red Maple (Acer rubrum), Sugar Maple 20 (Acer saccharum), and White Ash (Fraxinus americana), but White Oak (Quercus alba) and 21 Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata) were also typically present, and Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga LAPORT 6 more commonly observed near the edges of remnant forest patches, woodlots, and hedgerows 1 than within old-growth mesic forest in Connecticut and Massachusetts. Similarly, Tindall et al. 2 (2004) found that extant C. dentata in southern Ontario was associated with deciduous forests 3 with high canopy cover, but with well-drained sandy soils. Anecdotally, this also seems to be the 4 case in the current study, suggesting that remnant C. dentata in western New York persists in 5 deciduous forests on well-drained soils. However, these surveys were not systematic, and given 6 the patchy distribution of identified C. dentata it is likely that other individuals and small 7 populations may exist throughout woodland and larger forest parcels of western New York. 8
While this study contributes to the identification of remnant populations in northwestern 9
New York, additional surveys in other parts of C. dentata's historical range are essential to 10 understand the potential genetic sources of adaptation or blight resistance. Characterizing the 11 degree of local adaptation in C. dentata is an important avenue to pursue to help guide future 12 conservation efforts, yet this remains poorly understood (Steiner 2006) . Despite recent molecular 13 evidence suggesting little genetic structure across the historical range (Kubisiak and Roberds 14 2006; Shaw et al. 2012) , local adaptation of key life history traits, such as cold hardiness, growth 15 rate, and blight resistance, may be important for successful reintroduction of the species to 16 certain parts of its historical range (Steiner 2006) . Future efforts should investigate the current 17 range of genetic and phenotypic variation present in remnant populations of C. dentata 18 throughout the historical range by identifying these scattered persistent populations.
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